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A longer morning

• There has been a change in the routines to what 
the children were used to in Year 2

• The morning is longer and the breaktime is later

• Please send your child in with a snack as they can 
get quite hungry by breaktime

• Fruit is not provided like it was in KS1



Independence

• Huge jump into year 3 and lots of the children will 
feel it with the pace of work 

• We encourage children to remember their 
instruments for lessons and lesson times where 
possible (we always tell them too!)

• Choosing appropriate timings for the toilet/ drinks



Listening and 
concentration

• As we are now sat at tables all day, this is a new 
challenge for the children. 

• We are aware that when sat at tables, it is 
tempting for the children to fiddle with things in 
front of them, but this is something we are 
working on. 

• It is really important to highlight the importance 
of listening, especially as they make the move into 
KS2. 



• Named water bottle

• Snack in a named box to be kept on the lunchbox 
trolley (not in book bag)

• Named plimsolls 

• Named book bag in every day – reading book, diary, 
spelling book, homework folder

• Clubs – ensure bring kit for the day / kit back in 
school if needed.

• Pen licence.

Equipment



PE
• Tuesday – outdoor. Coloured t-shirt, shorts    

or tracksuit bottoms, sweatshirt, trainers, 
spare socks

• Thursday – indoor. Coloured t-shirt, shorts, 
sweatshirt, trainers, spare socks

• No jewellery – if unsure see email

• Come to school in uniform on Tuesdays then go 
home in their PE kit. 

• Come to school in their PE kit on Thursdays
and go home in their uniform. 



History topics
• Stone Age to Iron Age

• Egyptians 

• Using and making maps

• UK cities and countries 

• UK regions 

• UK study (Peak district)

• Water and the Water cycle 

Geography topics



Links within our work

There may be links between subjects. 

For example; we look at instruction writing 
and link this to making our sandwiches in 
D&T.

- Our water cycle topic in the spring term 
links with our literacy book focus. 

- Our Stone Age topic links with Art and 
Literacy





Literacy



Writing

• Handwriting- weekly sessions focusing on letter 
formation and progressing to joining when ready



• If you would like to do some writing at home, 
start with a simple sentence and improve it:

• Add in an expanded noun phrase

• Change the verb

• Change the opener

• Add in a conjunction to join the sentence

• Practise spellings, focusing on the yr1/2 and 3/4 common 
exception words.

e.g. The cat sat on the mat. 

Ways to help with writing at home



• Add in an expanded noun phrase

• Change the verb

• Change the opener

• Add in a conjunction to join the sentence

Lazily, the large, ginger cat sprawled
across the door mat although his owner 
had opened the door to let her out.

Ways to help with writing at home



• We have weekly spelling sessions on a Friday.

• Children will receive new spellings every week to 
learn at home along with related activities.

• This forms part of their weekly homework. 
Please support your child with this.

• They will be tested the following Friday.

Spelling



Ways to learn spellings 
• Investigate/examine common letter patterns
• Notice danger zones such as silent letters
• Listen to yourself – Make little rhymes to help 

you remember how to spell a word eg:
• Big Elephants Can Always Understand Small 

Elephants is a good way to remember how to 
spell ‘because’

• Look for letter sandwiches e.g; ‘ewe’
• Practise the words on the handwriting sheet



This is an example of a handwriting sheet which should be 
completed as part of their weekly spelling homework.
Using a black pen, your child should carefully go over the existing 
word on each line, then aim to write the same word at least 4 or 5 
times on the rest of the line.



By the end of year 4 your child should 
know how to spell and include the 
following words into their writing. 

These words are introduced within their 
spelling lessons. 

They appear after a focus has been on a 
block of different spelling patterns.  



Handwriting 
• Dedicated handwriting sessions.

• Start by recapping letter formations including 
lower and upper case letters and numbers 
from 0 to 9.

• It is important that your child can start and 
end each letter in the correct place before 
beginning to join letters

• Handwriting will also be linked to their spelling 
as this helps to build ‘muscle memory’



Reading
• It is important that your child is encouraged 

to read as much as possible at home.

• We expect the children to keep a record of 
all of their reading in their diaries.

• We collect the reading diaries in on a 
Thursday to check they have read at least 
three times to an adult over the week.

• Children can change their book at any time 
during the week, ask first thing in the 
morning.



Reading

• Children do not just have to read their 
school reading books at home, we 
encourage a variety of material, e.g. 
non-fiction, comics and magazines.

• Visits to local libraries are important



How to record reading 
in a diary

18.9.22

20.9.22

21.9.22



Recommended reading 
list

We will upload the list to our 
Year 3 page on the website



Maths
• Focus on being secure with basic number work, this includes 

place value, counting, times tables, number bonds.

• It is vital that children have instant recall of their number 
bonds to 10 in order to apply these to more complicated 
calculations.

• They also need to understand that these skills are 
transferable e.g. I know 7 + 2 = 9 so 17 + 2 = 19 and 70 + 20 
= 90.

• See calculation policy on school website.



• Fortnightly mental maths test.

• Times table and division sessions.

• Times Table Rock Stars logins are the same as Purple 
Mash. Please encourage your child to practise as much 
as possible

• We expect children to know 10, 5, 2, 3, 4, and 8 times 
tables as a minimum by the end of year 3.  and all 
times tables up to 12 x 12 by end of Year 4. The Year 
2 expectation was for children to know their 2, 5, and 
10 times tables. 







Times table challenge!

The aim is for the children to be able to 
quickly recall ALL of their multiplication 

facts.





Maths at home

• Telling the time – digital and analogue 

• Times tables

• Number bonds 

• Money including coin recognition and giving 
change

• Problem solving 

• Use opportunities in every day activities



Maths Overview



Homework

• Read at least 3 times a week

• Learning spellings and completing all of the 
related activities

• Times table practice

• Number bond practice (where needed)

• Other related homework where 
appropriate – set Friday, due Thursday.



Other information…
• Inhalers need to be named and handed to 

teachers

• EpiPens to the office. Check expiry dates. 

• All uniform, PE kits, lunch boxes, snack 
boxes and water bottles named.

• Look at year group page each week for class 
info. 

• Make sure that the office are up to date 
with school dinners as we have some 
children who are down as hot dinner but are 
having a packed lunch.



Other information…

• If there is anything that you need to 
discuss, we are always happy to help. 

• Ways to contact:
– Please email or telephone the school 

office who will forward any messages to 
us 

– write a note in the reading diary

– catch us at the end of the day



Parents evenings
• 24th October

• 25th October

• 30th October



A message from FOWG



A message from FOWG



Friends of Woodland Grange
The Friends of Woodland Grange (FOWG) are our parents group.
They group is made up from parents and carers across the school.
They are a voluntary group who raise money on behalf of the school.
Every penny they raise comes back into school to benefit every pupil.
In the past they have raised money for play equipment, technology in school, books, toys and cooking equipment 
and ingredients. This year they are raising money to help us develop our new school library.

FOWG need your help!
They need helpers events (the first one this term is the 
Hallowe’en disco on Friday 3rd November.
The next meeting is on Wednesday 11th October, 2pm in the 
staffroom.
Come along to the meeting to find out more and give up some 
time to organise/help at an event.
The BIG fundraiser for this term will be a Winter Wonderland 
event on Friday 15th December.





School Messages



Pupil Premium
(This information is on the ‘Pupil Premium’ page of the school website)

What is Pupil Premium?
Pupil Premium was introduced to help schools to offer additional support the children. It is an annual amount (for 23/24 it is £1,455) paid directly to school. We can use the 
money to support the education of your child in many ways, including:
• Additional, personalised tuition
• Paying for school trips and clubs
• Paying for school uniform

Who qualifies for Pupil Premium
There is no stigma attached to applying for this funding, we will encourage and support any family wishing to apply. A child may be eligible for free school meals (FSM) and 
therefore pupil premium, if their parents receive any of the following:
• Income Support
• Income-based Jobseekers Allowance (JSA)
• Income-related Employment and Support Allowance (ESA)
• Support under part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999
• The guaranteed element of State Pension Credit
• Child Tax Credit, provided the parents are not also entitled to Working Tax Credit 
• Universal Credit
A child can also claim pupil premium if:
• They are a looked after or previously looked after child (in the care of the Local Authority)
• They have one or both parents in the armed services (service Pupil Premium)

If you think your child is entitled to pupil premium, email freeschoolmeals@leics.gov.uk
or call 0116 3056588 or 0116 3057093

mailto:freeschoolmeals@leics.gov.uk


School trips

We are delighted that school trips are now being organised in year groups across the 
school. These add memorable experiences and enhance the learning in the 
curriculum. They are carefully chosen by staff and we know how important they are 
to the pupils. 

Trips have to be funded otherwise they cannot go ahead. Schools will ask for a 
voluntary contribution which has been worked out by dividing the overall cost by 
the number of children in the year group. We would never ask families to pay over 
and above this amount. We have to say that this is a ‘voluntary contribution’ and we 
will support those families in receipt of Pupil Premium by paying 50% of the cost. 
But we also have to be realistic, without voluntary contributions, trips will have to 
be cancelled, as the school would have to make up the shortfall from existing 
budgets.



Parking

Please remember to park with care and courtesy outside school. We receive emails from local residents about lack 
of access to their properties and there have been instances where the bus is unable to drive along Beaufort Way 
(this would be the same for any emergency vehicle) due to school traffic. Please remember the following: 

• Do not block road junctions, residents driveways or bus stops
• Do not use the school entrance to perform a U-turn
• The school car park is for staff only (or families that require disabled access)
• Do not Park on the yellow zig zag lines outside school
• Ensure you leave enough room on pavements for pedestrians (with pushchairs or prams) to pass
• Switch off your engine whilst you are waiting outside school

Remember: You can use the Grange Farm pub car park at drop off/pick 
up times. It is only a 3 minute walk from school and cuts down the 
congestion outside of school.



School Office
• Late arrivals: Please sign in at the school office, please do not go straight to the classroom.

• Holiday requests: Holiday is not authorised during term time except for exceptional circumstances. 
Request forms can be found on the school website.  Unauthorised holidays will be referred to 
Leicestershire County Council who may issue a penalty notice.  

• Medical appointments:  We will require evidence of any medical appoint that your child is 
attending for this to be authorised.  Please be aware that such appointments do affect your child's 
attendance percentage.

• School dinners:  Should you wish to change your child’s dinner requirements please email the 
school office and not your class teacher.   You may still be charged if changing from a hot meal if 
the office has not been notified. This will be non refundable as the school will have already paid for 
these meals.  Children in Reception and KS1 qualify for the Government Universal Free School 
Meals, however the catering staff still require a full weeks notice of any changes.

• Forgotten Items:  Please try and send your child in with everything they need for the day.  
Forgotten packed lunches, homework, water bottles, instruments and clothing will only be passed 
across to your child at a convenient time so as not to disrupt the class which we try to keep to a 
minimum.


