


Welcome to the Year 1 Team

Teaching Assistants

Mrs. Parekh

The Teachers
Mrs. Hibbard

Year 1 Teacher

Mrs. Brennan

Year 1 Teacher

Mrs. Purshottam Mrs. Fisher



Website – links to school improvement plan and lots of useful 
information, including what we cover across the year in our 
long term plan.



Year 1 
Long 
term 
plan

It is definitely worth a look 
at our curriculum coverage 
in year one across the 
year…but too much to 
discuss tonight.



Check out our year group page!!
•We update this page at the end of every week for 
the following week. 

•Key areas of learning

Click here

It looks like this…PTO



Year 1 Website page example…



Transition through Year 1
Moving on from Foundation Stage

• Easing the transition process – continued play provision through our open plan base.

• Continuing learning from the EYFS goals – Statutory guidance.

• Same but different.

Progressing through Year 1 and moving on towards year 2
• Play based learning continues. 
• More whole class teaching.
• Larger group work followed on from whole class taught sessions.
• One must do job to achieve throughout the week.
• Increased level of homework and independence to complete work – don’t panic!

Tapestry – Unfortunately, this does not link to National Curriculum assessment framework. 

Twitter – regular updates to keep you posted on learning in year 1.



Learning in Year 1

Play based
Motivated to 

learn

Cross-curricular

Skills-based

Group work

Trips



Topics in Year 1



Routines and Timetabled sessions 
• School Day: 8.45am and finishes at 3.15pm: Punctuality is monitored.

• Keeping you informed: Check the year 1 website page which is updated every week. 

Any other business we may put a note on the boards outside – can you please share 

these on your WhatsApp group for parents who might miss this.

• Snack box: small, healthy snack box. Please chop/slice grapes! No NUTS. 

• 20 minute playtime break – no need to send a big packed lunch snack – some children 

are struggling to eat everything in their playtime.



PE kits:

• Outdoor PE: Wednesday – come in your outdoor kit, suitably dressed for all weathers.

• In door PE: Thursday – leave an indoor kit in school.

• Jewellery: No earrings or religious bracelets.

• Clubs – Make sure you have the correct clothing to change into for certain clubs.

Squirrel               Fox                   Rabbit                Badger



Maths in Year One 

• We base our learning on White Rose Maths.
• Maths is taught through carpet sessions, group activities and independent classroom 

tasks
• Problem solving questioning that link to everyday scenarios
• Still working in practical and hands on approach but a big step up from Foundation 

Stage Curriculum



Maths in Year One 
• There is an importance on recognising 

numbers (numerals) by sight…
• As well as forming them correctly….using 

our number formation strategy.  

• In year 1 we also focus on recognising                       
and writing numbers as words – which is 
supported in their spellings.

• And we work on subitising – the ability to                        
recognise the number of objects in a group without 
counting them. 



 

Can the family all travel in a six 

seater car? 

Explain how you know. 

In Year One there is a higher emphasis 
on reading math's problems and 

problem solving. Can children pick out 
the key information needed to find the 

answer?

There are 4 chairs in a 
circle. 1 more chair is 
added, how many chairs 
are there in the circle 

now?



Reading in Year One



Phonics and reading scheme: 
• As part of the Oak Academy Trust we use the DFE approved Rocket Phonics 

Scheme and reading materials to support our teaching of reading and writing.
• Phonics is taught daily from Foundation Stage through to year 2.
• We teach two new graphemes each week – alternative spellings for sounds such as:

• And some common exception tricky words.
• You can find out the sounds or graphemes that we are 
learning each week on our website page.

What is Rocket Phonics?



Phonics sound mats: 
• Sound mat 1 & 2 cover the sounds and words covered in Foundation 

Stage.
• Sound mat 3 & 4 cover the sounds covered in year 1.

Foundation 
Stage:

Mats 1&2

Year 1:
Mats 3&4



Letter formation: 
• Lower case letter formation
• Upper case letter formation – moving into year 1

Foundation 
Stage:

We will talk 
about this in 
a minute…



Reading in Year 1
In school: 
• Your child will be read with at least once a week in school, either a 1-1 reading session or 

in a group for a guided reading session.
• Home support – is crucial for developing fluency and sight vocabulary – regular short 

bursts.
• Two books/reading materials a week – we will only change books if they have comments 

in their diary to let us know that they have also read at home.
• Please make sure that your child has their reading books and diary in their bag every 

day!



By the end of year 1 the government’s expectation is that: 
• Children should be able to read common exception words with all the 40+ phonemes 

taught.
• In June your child will take part in the Year 1 Phonics Screening Check – Do NOT 

WORRY!
• We will do lots of preparation in school for this and send home information near the 

time.

Expectations:



Reading Reward Scheme
We will collect in ALL purple reading diaries every Thursday:

• Every child that has read their school reading books 3 or more

times a week at home will get a stamp on their bookmark.

• So please comment in their diaries every time you have read.

• Every 6 stamps earns a reward: See reward scheme.

• Every Friday: Every child that has had their bookmark stamped will also 

get their name drawn out of a hat to see who is the class star reader of 

the week! 1 x per class and library.



Talk Through Stories• A new focus book each

week.

• This book is read every 

day.

• We focus on using key

words from the text –

tier 2 vocabulary not

only when sharing the

text but throughout the

day…

• And we eventually see 

these words appearing in

conversations and their

writing!

This supports oracy skills and widens your child’s vocabulary.



Writing in Year One



Writing in Year 1
Handwriting
• We use our letter formation sheets.
• We work on handwriting in our daily phonic sessions and this massively supports fluent 

writing. Learning the correct pattern and form is crucial.
• We have handwriting practice twice a week – Capital letters are a big part of year 1.
• Joining – this will begin to be taught in Year 2. 



Writing in Year 1
We follow a rich  book based curriculum for our teaching.

This includes a variety of texts from a range of diverse authors as well as a range of characters, 
events and plots. 

This celebrates a diverse and language rich exposure to texts that you may not find on the high 
street…but we do share supplementary texts on the website within our long term plan.

This is also why we choose not to share all of our key texts with you as we encourage your child to:
- Make predictions.
- Anticipate what may happen.
- And use these skills to support their own imagination and creativity when writing.
- Be exposed, inspired and motivated to write about a book that we cover and experience together.

- Poetry is also covered every term.



Spellings Year 1
Booklets:
• It is a quiz and not a test.
• It is a whole class opportunity to practice spelling words we may be covering in 

phonics.
• The scheme is tailor made to fulfil the National requirements but works in

conjunction with our daily Rocket Phonics teaching. 
• Typically we send home 10 words a week.
• However, we understand that every child is different and so adapt the spellings 

expected for all through different booklets or homework.
• Any questions, please speak to your class teacher.



Writing in year 1

What this bike needs is a dog. 



Expectations for the end of Year 1.



Writing in Year 1
Writing for a purpose: 
• We are always encouraging writing for a purpose, at school through our continuous 

provision, homework and various opportunities.
• We write daily in school across our curriculum and make it as exciting as possible –
• This may explain why we do not always share our ‘key text’ with you…
• We are consistently providing your child with writing opportunities to enable them to 

develop the skills to:
• - write a sentence which someone else can read back.
• -spell words using the 40+ phonemes taught.
• -include the correct punctuation  of a capital letter, finger spaces and a full stop –

consistently!
• So there is a lot for them to think about when they are 
writing.
• This is their end of year goal but there are plenty of opportunities to support them at 

home by…



Writing for a purpose:
• Can they write a few items out from your shopping list to find when you are 

out?
• Can they write a postcard to a friend about where they have been? (Mrs. 

Hibbard & Mrs. Brennan always love getting a postcard at school!)
• Could they help write out a favourite cooking recipe?
• Or could they write about what they have been up to in their free time and 

add to our class newspaper – which is in the book corner for all to read!

Writing in Year 1



Please use your Arbor App for access:

You should be able to book a 10 minute slot.

- Wednesday 2nd October between 3.30pm and 6m

- Thursday 3rd October between 3.30 and 6pm

- Monday 7th October between 3.30pm and 6pm

- Please speak to your class teacher about any concerns.

Parents Evening Dates:



Thank you for listening to Year 1 
curriculum evening.

Any questions that you still may have please email them to the office 
with the subject of FAO Year 1 teachers. 

Office email – office@woodlandgrange.leics.sch.uk

Before you go…We have some whole school 
messages…



WHOLE SCHOOL
MESSAGES



Pupil Premium

Pupil Premium was introduced to help schools to offer additional support the children. It is an
annual amount (£1,455 per child) paid directly to school. We use the money to support the
education of your child in many ways, including:

• Additional, personalised tuition

• Paying for school trips or clubs

• Paying for school uniform

There is no stigma attached to applying for this funding, we encourage and support any family
wishing to apply. A child may be eligible for free school meals (FSM) and therefore pupil premium,
if families are in any of the following categories:

• Income based Government support (e.g. Job seekers allowance)

• They have children in the care of the local authority

• They are in the armed forcesIf you think your child is entitled to pupil premium, email freeschoolmeals@leics.gov.uk 
or call 0116 3056588 or 0116 3057093 



School Trips & Visits

We are delighted that school trips are organised across the school.
They add memorable experiences and enhance the learning in the
curriculum. They are carefully chosen by staff, building a cohesive
offer for the children as they move through the school. Some trips
are outside of school, some in school visits.

Trips have to be funded otherwise they cannot go ahead. We rely on
all payments being made as otherwise this impacts our wider school
budget, prevents us from being able to provide other opportunities
for the children and can result in the trip being cancelled.

We will look to schedule trips as early as we can, so there is plenty of
time for payments. We will always support those families in receipt
of Pupil Premium (paying 50% of the overall cost). Payment plans are
also available, contact the school office for more information.



Whole School Performances

This year we will be organising whole school performances for pupils
across the year by covering different faiths and cultures. Christmas is
always a busy time in school with many productions requiring rehearsal
and performance time in the hall. We also feel that this doesn’t reflect
the community that our school serves. As a result year groups will use
the following festivals as the theme for a production, performance or
assembly.

Year 1 – Rosh Hashanah

Year 2 – Vaisakhi 

Year 3 – Christmas at the Church (St Peter’s in Oadby)

Year 4 - Diwali

Year 5 - Eid

Year 6 - Christmas at the Church (St Peter’s in Oadby)



Parking

We would ask families to make the Grange farm car park as their number one choice when parking
at school. It is only a 3 minute walk from school and cuts down the congestion outside of school.

We will continue to issue our ‘polite parking reminders’ to cars outside of school. Please do not be
offended if you find one on your car. We receive emails from local residents about lack of access
and there have been instances where the bus is unable to drive along Beaufort Way (this would be
the same for any emergency vehicle) due to school traffic.

Please remember the following:

• Do not block road junctions, residents driveways or bus stops

• Do not use the school entrance to perform a U-turn

• The school car park is for staff only (or families that require disabled access)

• Do not Park on the yellow zig zag lines outside school

• Ensure you leave enough room on pavements for pedestrians, pushchairs/prams to pass

• Switch off your engine whilst you are waiting outside school



Frontiers

We will be implemented 1:1 devices for all pupils from year 1 to 6. You
will have received information at the end of the summer term.

The devices will be used to support and enhance teaching and
learning in the classroom.

Pupils will still be taught in the usual way. The iPad will be used in
place of a shared text or resource that would have been used in a
lesson.

Children will still use exercise books in the same way as before.

Apps will be used to set share resources, assignments and quizzes.
Devices will also make learning more accessible for all pupils.

There is no charge to parents and devices will remain in school.



Other messages

Late arrivals: Please sign in at the school office, do not go straight to the classroom.

Holiday requests: Holidays are not authorised during term time except for exceptional circumstances.
Request forms are on the school website. Unauthorised holidays will be referred to Leicestershire County
Council who may issue a penalty notice.

Medical appointments: We will ask for evidence of any medical appoint that your child is attending for
this to be authorised. Please be aware that such appointments do affect your child's attendance
percentage.

School dinners: Should you wish to change your child’s dinner requirements please email the school
office and not your class teacher. You may still be charged if changing from a hot meal if the office has not
been notified. This will be non refundable as the school will have already paid for these meals. Children in
Reception and KS1 qualify for the Government Universal Free School Meals, however the catering staff
still require a full weeks notice of any changes.

Forgotten Items: Please try and send your child in with everything they need for the day. Forgotten
packed lunches, homework, water bottles, instruments and clothing will only be passed across to your
child at a convenient time so as not to disrupt the class which we try to keep to a minimum.

Be on time: Please make sure that your child is here for a 8.45am and collected at 3.15pm

Arbor:You can download the Arbor app. Useful for in app messages (e.g. absence).



FoWG

The Friends of Woodland Grange (FOWG) are our parents group. They are
a voluntary group, made up from parents and carers across the school.
They organise events and raise money on behalf of the school, with every
penny going to benefit every pupil at Woodland Grange.

In the past they have raised money for playground equipment, classroom
resources and technology in school.

They need your help! Get in touch with your year group Whatsapp rep to
find out more.



Uniformerly


