
Year 1 Curriculum                Woodland Grange Primary School 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Topic Transport 
Autumn 

Investigators  
Polar Explorers  

Houses & 

Homes 
Amazing Animals Superheroes 

Literacy – 
Text Focus 

• Mrs Armitage on 

Wheels 

• Mrs Armitage and 

the Big Wave 

• The wheeling and 

Whirling Around 

Book 

• Mr Gumpy’s 

Motorcar/Outing 

• The Hundred 

decker bus  

• Goldilocks and the 

Three Bears 

• If I were a 

hedgehog - poetry 

• Non-fiction 

Hibernating, Animal 

Homes etc. 

• Mrs Jolly’s Brolly 

• The Jolly Postman 

• The Littlest 

Reindeer’s 

Christmas wish  

• Santa comes to 

Leicester 

• Betty and the Yetti  

• Mrs Jolly’s Brolly 

• Lost and Found 

• Dear Greenpeace 

• The Lost Penguin 

[media] 

• Frozen planet 

• Happy feet/ice age 

• BBC science clips 

• Little Panda story  

• The magic paintbrush  

• The Messy Magpie- 

Twinkl 

• The Three Little 

Pigs 

• What’s Under the 

bed 

• Letters from the 

fairy 

• The Tiny Seed by 

Eric Carle  

 

• Oi Frog series by Kes Grey  

• Animal poetry 

• Aesop’s fables- retold by Elli 

Woolard  

• Meerkat Mail by Emily 

Gravett  

• Minibeasts Zoo 

Zoolab visiting 

• Superworm 

• Minibeast poetry  

• The minibeast Bop by Tony 

Mitton 

• Supertato series 

• Traction Man/ Marvel Comics  

 

Literacy- 

drama  

• Re-

enacting 

events in 

Mr Gumpy’s  

• Hibernating 

on the field  

• Goldilocks 

crime 

• Elf in the 

classroom 

• Octopus in the 

pond 

• Captain Scott 

Role play  

• Hot 

seating 

the wolf 

• Fairy 

letters – 

left in 

mysterious 

places  

• Zoo party  

• Animal role play- how 

do they move, play 

and eat?  

• Superhero mystery -

Mr Dark takes the 

electricity in Year 1 

for a whole day 

• Supertato events 

come to life 

Maths 
Weekly 

Mental Maths 

Wks 1-4 Place Value/ 

Counting within 10 

Wks 5-8 Addition 

and Subtraction 

Wk 9 Shape 

Wks 10-11 Place 

Value within 20 

Wk 12 recap/ 

Assessment 

Wks 1-4 Addition and 

Subtraction 

Wks 5-7 Place Value 

within 50 (inc multiples 

of 2, 5, 10) 

Wks 8-9 

Measurement – 

Length and Height 

Wks 10-11 

Measurement 

Weight and Volume 

Wks 1-3 Multiplication (2.5.10) 

Wks 4-5 Fractions 

Wk 6 Geomatry – position and 

direction 

Wks 7-8 Place Value within 100 

Wk 9 Measurement – Money 

Wks 10-11 Measurement – Time 

Also see food for life section, all cooking we do includes measurements using grams and or ml.  

Science 

• Floating and Sinking 

• Naming and 

comparing materials 

– paper boats 

• Animal groupings – 

bears, bats and 

hedgehogs 

• Identifying and 

labelling evergreen 

and deciduous 

plants/leaves 

• Classifying leaves 

• Autumn treasure 

hunt 

• Hibernating 

• Exploring ice – 

scientific enquiry 

• Day & Night 

• Ice lollies 

• Ice – tea light 

investigation  

• Comparing Arctic and 

Antarctic animals  

• Research on whales, 

penguins and pandas.  

• David Attenborough  

• Endangered species  

• Materials –  

• Identify a variety 

of everyday 

materials, naming 

and testing. 

 

• Plants – begin to 

plant seeds in 

outdoor and 

wildlife area 

• Name and group a variety of 

animals. 

• Animal diets – herbivore, 

carnivore, omnivore 

• Human and animal heightened 

senses 

• Exploring sound – string 

telephones, tuning forks, 

experiments. 

• Basic parts of the human body. 

• Seasonal Changes, Growing Plants – throughout the year 

ICT 

Developing Skills 

using ICT – develop 

familiarity with 

navigating, mouse and 

keyboard skills. 

2 Simple 2 go – 

coding – travelling to 

locations 

2 animate – moving 

pictures – create 

hibernating home 

scenes. Tree leaves 

falling/snow 

dropping. 

Use ‘inbetweening’ 

tool to crop and 

transfer images. 

Tes iBoard – weather 

and seasons tool 

Barnaby Bear 

Creative art project 

based on Magic 

Paintbrush on 

2Simple/2Collage. 

• Use a program to 

create a 

repeating pattern 

design for 

wallpaper - 

William Morris as 

inspiration. 

2 simple databases  

Sort and organise data with 

simple yes/no questions. 

Scratch Junior –  

• a jungle moving picture 

Scratch Junior –  

• a jungle moving picture  

• superheroes – flying, jumping 

and chasing  

• 2 publish – create a comic 

strip.  

• Draw a superhero and add 

sound effects. 

History 

Transport Old and 

New. Sequence using 

timelines. 

Famous inventors – 

Wright Brothers 

Leonardo Da Vinci 

History of the 

Hedgehogs- what did 

they used to be used 

for? 

Looking at history of 

Postmen/workers. 

Communication 

through the ages: 

Telegrams, Royal Mail 

and postal service, 

Famous Explorers – 

Captain Scott 

Earnest Shakleton 

Green Peace  

 

Houses through 

history – local area 

walk. 

Life during the 

Victorian times 

William Morris 

Famous Explorers –  

Christopher Columbus. 

History of certain animals that 

capture children’s interest e.g. 

elephants/tigers  

-History of jungles and 

forests- deforestation 

Communication through the 

ages: 

typewriters, telephones, email. 

Compare olden day toys to 

modern day toys.  

 

Old and new superhero comics, 

what are similar and what are 

different? 

Geography 

 Locating countries using globes, maps and 

atlases both UK and international. 

Look at similarities and differences.  

Locating the worlds continents and oceans. 

Routes maps/keys 

Locate arctic/Antarctic 

and know the difference 

in landscape 

Capital city of UK, know 

city, town county and 

country 

Locate North and South 

Poles including coding in 

ICT 

Visit from an explorer 

Locate home 

address and its 

position in the world 

using google maps. 

Understand town, 

county, country, 

world. 

Animal Homes. Identify regions 

– desert, polar, rainforest, 

woodland 

Oceans and continents – label 

on maps. 

Direction – creating maps to 

find lost toys. 

- Behind, under, top, 

next to, near and far. 

Weather and Seasons – linked 

to science. 



DT 

Wire wheels – 

sculpture 

Dismantling a bicycle 

Make a chair for 

baby bear. 

SEE ‘Free standing’ 

scheme from D and 

T framework  

Focus on joining 

methods – 

• Slot 

• Falange 

• Split pin 

Tools – stapler, 

selotape and hot glue 

gun. 

Design/make waterproof 

shelters/umbrellas 

Cheerio bird feeders 

Snowflakes 

Fruit ice lolly making- 

SEE ‘Fruit and 

Vegetable’ scheme from 

D and T framework 

Elsa castle using plastic 

cups. Igloos – use a 

range of modelling/ 

construction materials 

Room Project  

Design and make a 

shoebox room – 

including furniture. 

Create a peg doll for 

their room. 

Split pin animals. 

Making a shoe box habitat for 

an animal – SEE ‘Sliders and 

levers’ scheme from D and T 

framework  

 

 

Create superhero accessories. 

Design and make a special pair 

of laser glasses. 

String telephones 

Use continuous provision (workshop area) for ongoing D&T Skills including, cutting, joining and selecting suitable materials. 

Art 

Mixed media wheel 

collage, Wax resist 

Observational 

drawing of boats/ 

bicycles, Wire wheel 

sculptures 

 

Winter scenes using 

paint and salt. 

Autumn and natural 

art. Animal collages. 

Colour mixing. 

Waterloo Bridge – 

Monet. Mixed media 

brolly 

Colour exploring – 

concentric circles - 

winter  

Penguin collage 

background.  

Micheal Crease Panda 

art.  

William Morris – 

wallpaper art 

Printing using 

cardboard tiles and 

rollers. 

Paul Klee - castles 

Kadinsky circles – snail art. 

Rosseau - Tiger oil pastels 

Paul Klee – Fish Magic 

Andy Warhol 

Imaginary landscapes for 

superheroes 

Draw a superhero – add sound 

effects. 

 

Music 

Pulse  Voice  Rhythm Pitch  Music Technology, structure 

and form.   

20th Century Music 

PE 
Big Moves  

Meaningful Movement lead by YH 

Dance Unit Lead by 

YH 

REAL PE lead by YH  REAL PE lead by YH 

RE 

Christian Stories – inc place of worship, holy 

book and bible stories. Bible stories inc: 

Noah’s Ark, Jonah and the Big Whale, The 

Story of Ruth 

What makes some places sacred? 

Religious places of worship. 

Focusing on religions for our locality, including 

atheism. 

What does it mean to belong to a faith community? 

Themes include, worship, kindness, charity and being a good 

person. 

PSHE 

Health and Wellbeing: Aiming high – 

having high aspirations.   

 

Relationships:  TEAM- collaboration, 

good listening, being kind, bullying. 

Living in the wider world: Britain – 

communities, being a good neighbour, 

Britain and its diversity. 

 

Living in the wider world: Money – 

spending and saving,  the difference 

between what we want and what we 

need.   

Health and Wellbeing:  It’s my body – sleep, 

exercise, diet, cleanliness and substances. 

 

 

Relationships:   Be Yourself – emotions, changes, 

feelings. 

Food for 

Life  

• Traffic light pizzas (colours of 

peppers) – skills are chopping, 

grating and spreading  

• Hedgehog bread- skills of kneading, 

pinching and rolling.  

• Diwali or Christmas savoury baking- 

cheese stars, scones or cheese 

trees. Skill- grating, chopping, 

kneading, rolling.  

• Making healthy fruit ice lollies. Skills 

are chopping, squeezing and mixing.  

• Soup making using seasonal vegetables. 

Skills – chopping and measuring. 

• Berry recipes linked to birds ‘Messy 

Magpie’ stories (squishing, juicing and 

chopping)  

 

• Superhero smoothies. Skills- chopping, grating and 

squeezing.  

• Pea Risotto (Supertato) Skills- chopping, measuring, 

mixing and grating.  

British 

Values  

• Democracy - Having a voice – We all 

have a voice, Making it fair. Text- 

‘This is our house’ by Micheal Rosen  

• Rule of law: Living 

Together/Getting Along – exploring 

right and wrong, co-operation, 

individual and shared responsibility 

using the story of the Little Red Hen 

or Farmer Duck. 

• Individual liberty-embracing own 

beliefs, opinions and free speech. Nick 

Sharatt text ‘You choose’ and ‘Happy’ 

by Mies Van Hout. 

• Mutual respect and tolerance for diversity-‘The 

Rainbow Fish’ – Marcus Pfischer 

• Encouraging diversity- ‘Giraffes can’t dance’ by Giles 

Andrea. 

British values are also taught through circle/candle time, assemblies and with a story to support children’s understanding.  

Forest 

school  

(Holistic)  

One class has 

a 4 week 

block with BR.  

Other class 

have a 4 

week block 

with BR.  

One class has 

a 4 week 

block with 

BR. 

Other class 

have a 4 week 

block with BR. 

One class has a 3 week 

block.  

One class has a 3 week 

block. 

 


