
Welcome to Year 4



Other staff: 

Mr Evans (outdoor P.E.)

Mr Berridge (P.E. support) 

Madame Bryan (French)

Mr Healey

Miss Smyton

Mrs Keshvala

Mrs Deepa

Mr Holtom

Mrs Simms

Mrs Talpur



P.E. information:

Our day for indoor PE is 
Tuesday. 

Autumn term swimming 

Our day for outdoor PE is Friday. 



Homework and Spellings

Homework will be set on a Monday and will be 
due in on the following Monday.
Spellings will also be set on a Monday and will be 
tested on the following Monday.

Reading Diaries

Children are encouraged to read at least three 
times a week with an adult at home. Teachers will 
check reading diaries weekly in order to check that 
children are reading regularly. 













The wider curriculum:











The children sit in mixed ability groupings at their 

tables. They work within these mixed ability groups 

at their own level. 

Throughout the year, small intervention groups are 

provided to support children who would benefit 

from a little extra input.

Grouping:



Literacy:

• Overview of the literacy curriculum

• Reading

• Writing

• Spelling/handwriting



Reading



Types of reading:

Reading to improve 

Books to share and love



To find the right level of challenge, children should 

be reading a book that they can decode confidently 

and fluently 95% of the time. If children are 

struggling to decode the texts they read, they will 

find it difficult to understand and answer questions 

about what they are reading. 



Children progress with reading at different paces:

Some continue to work their way through the Oxford reading tree 
levels. If this is the case, they will have guidance choosing books 
from the scheme and will be assessed regularly to check the 
suitability of their current level.

Once children have progressed to ‘free readers’, they can choose 
which books they would like to read independently. However, 
guidance will still be given to ensure that children are supported to 
choose enjoyable and manageable texts.



Woodland Grange Primary School -Year 4 

(woodlandwideweb.org.uk)

VIPERS guide for parents:

https://www.woodlandwideweb.org.uk/page/?title=Year+4&pid=59




Recommended reading:

Woodland Grange Primary School - Curriculum (woodlandwideweb.org.uk)

https://www.woodlandwideweb.org.uk/page/?title=Curriculum&pid=16


Types of reading:

Reading to improve 

Reading for pleasure



Ultimately, we want children to read for 

enjoyment. Regular reading will help children to 

develop their reading skills and their vocabulary 

but it can also have a notable impact on wellbeing.



Developing reading at home:

comfy

quiet

Having a designated reading time can really 

help children who find it tricky to organise 

their own reading schedule.



Books to share and love:

Sharing books with your child that they really enjoy can 

develop their pleasure for reading. These books don’t have 

to be at the child’s independent reading level.  The key part 

is that the children enjoy the stories that they are sharing.



Writing



We understand that writing can be challenging for children, as the 

process of writing has lots of elements for children to remember.

• Spelling rules

• Letter formation

• Remembering what they want to write

• Thinking about the correct order of words

• Homophones

• Punctuation



We hope to develop children’s enthusiasm for writing throughout the 

year by combining the teaching of skills and genres with a classroom 

culture that celebrates the sharing of ideas and a desire to edit and 

improve.

We want children to not be afraid to make mistakes with their 

writing. Self-assessment and editing is a really important part of the 

writing process. 



Inspire ideas

Deconstruct steps

Model 

Independent 









Narratives

Examples of writing genres in Year 4:

Children will have the opportunity to explore a wide range of 

genres and enjoy applying their core writing skills to the 

different text types.

Poetry

Non-chronological report

Letter writing

Explanation text

Diary entry





Much of our writing curriculum is based on books. Each 

sequence of learning will take the children on a journey 

through the books, thinking about the sequence, purpose 

and the techniques that the author uses to engage the 

reader.

Throughout each unit, children will continue to be taught 

grammar and punctuation skills and continue to develop 

their vocabularies.

Please note:  We will not be sharing the titles of key texts in advance so as to avoid 

children pre-reading or reading ahead in class.



• Does this sentence flow and make sense? 

• Does it say what I want it to say?  

• Is it properly punctuated?

• Is it clear and well presented?

• Have I made careful choices about 

vocabulary and grammatical techniques?

• Have I checked against the success criteria 

checklist to ensure I have done every skill 

that has been asked of me?

Things to consider when editing:



Woodland Grange Primary School -

Curriculum 

(woodlandwideweb.org.uk)

https://www.woodlandwideweb.org.uk/page/?title=Curriculum&pid=16


Spelling and 

handwriting







Learning spellings at school:

Children are allocated 10 spellings weekly to learn. 

These are grouped based upon common spelling rules.



We want children to be 

able to identify where 

these rules are present 

in the spellings they’re 

learning and to be able 

to apply them.



However, we also see spelling as an opportunity to improve vocabulary. 





Linking spelling and handwriting:

Muscle memory can help 

to learn spellings.



Developing fine motor skills:

Developing children’s fine motor skills and strengthening the 

muscles in their hands can help to improve handwriting.



Maths:

• Overview of the maths curriculum

• Reasoning

• Times tables





White rose and NCETM (national centre for 

excellence in teaching of mathematics)  



Maths home learning | Home learning | White 

Rose Maths (whiteroseeducation.com)

• White rose parent resources

https://whiteroseeducation.com/parent-pupil-resources/maths/home-learning?year=year-4-new


• Develop mathematical thinking skills

• Improving mental methods

• Making mathematical connections (between 

topics)

• Working efficiently and precisely

• Building on learned skills

• Celebrating mistakes – progress over perfection!

Year 4 maths:







•We ensure that our maths lessons have a 
balance of teaching input, supported working 
and independent work in every lesson.

• Through this, children will learn essential 
maths skills and have an opportunity to use 
these skills practically. 

Maths teaching:



1 digit per square, organised working out

Maths- presentation:



Maths- problem solving and 
reasoning









From the government website:

Multiplication Tables Check:



• 25 Questions

• 6 seconds to answer each question

• 3 second pause between questions

• A random selection of multiplication questions from 

the 2-12 times tables.

The basics:









Tournaments and certificates:



Heatmaps for fluency:



Times Tables Rock Stars: Play (ttrockstars.com)

https://play.ttrockstars.com/ttrs/online/play/home


Any other business:



Pencil cases:



Plimsolls:





Wednesday 2nd Oct 3:30 – 6:00

Thursday 3rd Oct 3:30 – 5:00

Monday 7th Oct 3:30 – 6:00

Provisional parents evening dates:



FRONTIERS

We will be implemented 1:1 devices for all pupils from year 1 to 6. You will have received

information at the end of the summer term.

The devices will be used to support and enhance teaching and learning in the classroom.

Pupils will still be taught in the usual way. The iPad will be used in place of a shared text or

resource that would have been used in a lesson.

Children will still use exercise books in the same way as before.

Apps will be used to set share resources, assignments and quizzes. Devices will also make

learning more accessible for all pupils.

There is no charge to parents and devices will remain in school.



PUPIL PREMIUM

Pupil Premium was introduced to help schools to offer additional support the children. It is an

annual amount (£1,455 per child) paid directly to school. We use the money to support the

education of your child in many ways, including:

• Additional, personalised tuition

• Paying for school trips or clubs

• Paying for school uniform

There is no stigma attached to applying for this funding, we encourage and support any family

wishing to apply. A child may be eligible for free school meals (FSM) and therefore pupil premium, if

families are in any of the following categories:

• Income based Government support (e.g. Job seekers allowance)

• They have children in the care of the local authority

• They are in the armed forces

If you think your child is entitled to pupil premium, email 

freeschoolmeals@leics.gov.uk or call 0116 3056588 or 0116 3057093 



SCHOOL TRIPS & VISITS

We are delighted that school trips are organised across the school. They add memorable

experiences and enhance the learning in the curriculum. They are carefully chosen by staff,

building a cohesive offer for the children as they move through the school. Some trips are

outside of school, some in school visits.

Trips have to be funded otherwise they cannot go ahead. We rely on all payments being

made as otherwise this impacts our wider school budget, prevents us from being able to

provide other opportunities for the children and can result in the trip being cancelled.

We will look to schedule trips as early as we can, so there is plenty of time for payments.

We will always support those families in receipt of Pupil Premium (paying 50% of the

overall cost). Payment plans are also available, contact the school office for more

information.



WHOLE SCHOOL 
PERFORMANCES

This year we will be organising whole school performances for pupils across the year by

covering different faiths and cultures. Christmas is always a busy time in school with

many productions requiring rehearsal and performance time in the hall. We also feel that

this doesn’t reflect the community that our school serves. As a result year groups will

use the following festivals as the theme for a production, performance or assembly.

Year 1 – Rosh Hashanah

Year 2 –Vaisakhi 

Year 3 – Christmas at the Church (St Peter’s in Oadby)

Year 4 - Diwali

Year 5 - Eid

Year 6 - Christmas at the Church (St Peter’s in Oadby)



PARKING

We would ask families to make the Grange farm car park as their number one choice when parking

at school. It is only a 3 minute walk from school and cuts down the congestion outside of school.

We will continue to issue our ‘polite parking reminders’ to cars outside of school. Please do not be

offended if you find one on your car. We receive emails from local residents about lack of access and

there have been instances where the bus is unable to drive along Beaufort Way (this would be the

same for any emergency vehicle) due to school traffic.

Please remember the following:

• Do not block road junctions, residents driveways or bus stops

• Do not use the school entrance to perform a U-turn

• The school car park is for staff only (or families that require disabled access)

• Do not Park on the yellow zig zag lines outside school

• Ensure you leave enough room on pavements for pedestrians, pushchairs/prams to pass

• Switch off your engine whilst you are waiting outside school



OTHER MESSAGES

Late arrivals: Please sign in at the school office, do not go straight to the classroom.

Holiday requests: Holidays are not authorised during term time except for exceptional circumstances. Request
forms are on the school website. Unauthorised holidays will be referred to Leicestershire County Council who
may issue a penalty notice.

Medical appointments: We will ask for evidence of any medical appoint that your child is attending for this to be
authorised. Please be aware that such appointments do affect your child's attendance percentage.

School dinners: Should you wish to change your child’s dinner requirements please email the school office and
not your class teacher. You may still be charged if changing from a hot meal if the office has not been notified. This
will be non refundable as the school will have already paid for these meals. Children in Reception and KS1 qualify
for the Government Universal Free School Meals, however the catering staff still require a full weeks notice of any
changes.

Forgotten Items: Please try and send your child in with everything they need for the day. Forgotten packed
lunches, homework, water bottles, instruments and clothing will only be passed across to your child at a
convenient time so as not to disrupt the class which we try to keep to a minimum.

Be on time: Please make sure that your child is here for a 8.45am and collected at 3.15pm

Arbor:You can download the Arbor app. Useful for in app messages (e.g. absence).



FOWG

The Friends of Woodland Grange (FOWG) are our parents group. They are a

voluntary group, made up from parents and carers across the school. They organise

events and raise money on behalf of the school, with every penny going to benefit

every pupil at Woodland Grange.

In the past they have raised money for playground equipment, classroom resources

and technology in school.

They need your help! Get in touch with your year group Whatsapp rep to find out

more.



UNIFORMERLY



CULMINGTON MANOR
Year 4 

28th-30thOctober 2024













WHAT TO PACK

CHILDREN NEED TO BRING A 
SLEEPING BAG & PILLOW WITH 
PILLOWCASE – PLEASE ENSURE 
THEY ARE FRESHLY LAUNDERED 
PRIOR TO ARRIVAL



Things you need: 
• Luggage – please restrict this to one case plus one small rucksack. 

• Freshly laundered Sleeping Bag, PLUS a Pillow & Pillowcase

• A drink bottle (essential) 

• Torch (useful, not essential)

• Toiletries etc (please note deodorants must be roll-on, no aerosols or glass bottles)

• Old clothes for activity sessions – (long-sleeved shirts/jumpers, trousers / jogging bottoms 

(No denim jeans allowed for any activity), T-Shirts and closed-toe shoes are required for 

nearly all sessions so bring plenty). Clothes, shoes and underwear for other times. 

• Clothes for the disco!

• Waterproof clothing (jacket / trousers)

• Large plastic bag for dirty clothes x 2

• Bath towels x 2

• Hat & Gloves as it gets colder when the sun goes down and in the woods

• Pyjamas and slippers



Useful items:
• Books, playing cards and other quiet activities and a teddy bear for 

night time and chill time

Useful notes:
• No glass containers

• No jewellery, except for stud earrings

• No wellies

• Please name all clothing

• Denim jeans are not ideal for outdoor use

Manor Adventure can’t accept liability for the loss of any personal property brought to our 
centres – so please don’t bring any valuable items, expensive clothing and footwear, mobile 
phone, handheld games consoles etc.  We’re unable to store them and they won’t be insured 
whilst on centre.



WHAT TO WEAR ON SESSIONS

OBSTACLE COURSE AND BLIND TRAIL

• Wear old clothes and safe shoes/trainers (old trainers are ideal).

• Wear long trousers and long sleeves

• DO NOT WEAR SHORTS.

(You will get muddy on these sessions, possibly wet as well).

• Long hair must be tied back at all times. 

ARCHERY

• Make sure you are wearing a long sleeved top.

• Wear CLOSED footwear.

Every session you need

• Small rucksack

• Water bottle

• Inhalers (if you are prescribed one)



PARENTAL 
& MEDICAL 
CONSENT 

FORM

This needs to be 
completed and 
returned to school 
by every child who 
is attending the 
residential.



Dietary 

Information

This form 

needs to be 

completed 

for every 

child 



What to do when you arrive at school on 
Monday 28th October

• If it is not raining, luggage (named and with an identifying ribbon or something on it 

please) to be left against the fence in the playground near the Y4 mobile. If it is 

raining, luggage will need to go in the hall.

• Children will need to keep their small rucksack with them. The small ruck sack should 

contain a packed lunch for Monday 28th October (in disposable packaging), a reusable 

bottle to use throughout the week and maybe some cards or a book for the coach 

journey.

• Please make sure all medicine is in a named bag and handed over to Mrs Brown. The 

form with what to administer and when needs to be completed. This will also need to 

be completed for any travel medication. 

• Any children who needs an inhaler should have this with them in their bag.

• Spending money is not needed. A small amount of sweets may be packed as a treat.  

• No mobile phones/smart watches or any electrical gaming devices are to be taken. 



Question:
When will your children arrive back at 
school on Wednesday 30th October?

We are due to leave Culmington Manor between 
1:00 – 2:00p.m.  The journey on a coach is 
roughly 3 hours. As we leave, we will let school 
know our expected arrival. We will update this if 
we get stuck in traffic!



Any questions?


